THE    LAST    PAYS    OF    MADRID

revolutionary   movement   which   they   believed   was
imminent,

At the same time the Communist Party, showing great
activity, reinforced its meagre membership and raised
itself as the spear-head of the struggle against Fascism.

A series of personal attacks produced the dangerous
climax which made the clash inevitable. On the i3th of
July a Lieutenant of the Assault Guard, Sefior Castillo,
was shot dead. He was a fervent republican. That same
night, Senor Calvo Sotelo, leader of the Spanish Renais-
sance, was assassinated. The ingenuous Spanish people
had swallowed the bait. Germany and Russia could now
carry them on to their common objective, the final clash.

From the moment in which the fighting began, the
Falange on the Nationalist side and the Communist Party
on the Republican side kept their privileged positions.
They did so because they were the representatives of the
totalitarian regimes whose doctrines, procedure and
mission were the same. Their doctrine was the destruction
of all spiritual values; their procedure, calumny and
terror; their mission to make man into a mere unit, and to
drown the civilisation of the West in blood.

Fascism, like Communism, could take root in Spain,
because of the behaviour of its Governments under the
Monarchy and the Republic. The first because it would
not recognise the troubles of the people and made Laws
always to benefit Capitalism. The second because it
lacked the authority to call to order the reactionary
forces, and treated the most absurd demogogic practices
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